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Festal Greetings & Prayers to 
Bishop Joseph Mar Thomas 
03 July 


Hearfelt Thanks Dear 
Fr Geevarghese Kaithavana 


Fr. Benjamin Vazhayil OIC 
Igatpuri Mission In-Charge 


Fr Mathew Modiyil 
Proto- Presbyter, Mumbai 


Fr John Achuthaparambil 
Associate Procurator 


Hearty Welcome 
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THE EPHREMITE 

VOICE OF THE EXARCH 

Dear All, 

Greetings, love and blessings to all! 

Come July! We are more alive in our faith and its 
testimony and celebrations! We celebrate Dukhrono 
the commemoration of the martyrdom of St. Thomas, 
the Apostle of India. This apostolic heritage of our Church makes 
our faith strong. Then it is July 15 The Feast of commemoration 
of the Servant of God Archbishop Geevarghese Mar Ivanios! We 
prepare for this observing nombu. Let the observances and 
commemorations lead us to a deeper faith and commitment in our 
Christian life and witness. 

I am happy to note that a large number of our youth and elders are 
preparing themselves for the Padayatra. Some sixty people are 
preparing for the full 5-days padayatra. Similarly, from our 
missions, too, the faithful are participating in the padayatra. May 
the padayatra help us to walk in the footsteps of our father in faith 
Mar Ivanios as our earthly pilgrimage leads us to our heavenly 
abode! 

As is our custom in the Exarchate, local padayatras in our 
Exarchate shall be arranged according to the planning and 
arrangements in each of our ecclesiastical districts. 

The Pastoral Council Reconstituted 

The Pastoral Council of our Exarchate was reconstituted as per the 
bye-laws promulgated for the same. The outgoing PC, constituted 
in the year 2015, largely with members who represented the 
parishes and missions from the territory of the newly erected 
Exarchate in the ETRI Pastoral Council, really did a marvelous 
service at the start of the Exarchate. I thank all of them, especially 
Rev. Fr. George Mathew OIC and Mr. Daniel Babu, the Secretaries 
of the former PC, for their dedicated and prompt service. 
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The first meeting of the Second PC began with the oath of the 
elected and nominated members. The meeting was very lively 
with its systematic organization and active participation of the 
members. 

Mr. Jose Alexander from Chinchwad-Pune parish was elected the 
lay Secretary of the PC. He is a man of commitment and integrity, 
born and brought up in Pune and raised up through the Sunday 
School, MCYM and active parish involvement. I wish him and all 
the members of the PC God's abundant Grace! 

For our knowledge, action and future planning with regard to the 
life of the Exarchate, the report of the PC is given in this issue of 
the EPHREMITE. 

Dear Friends! Friends of Mission St. Ephrem is an initiative to 
strengthen the missionary work of the Exarchate. I have informed 
you of this through a circular. The same is also reprinted in this 
issue of the EPHREMITE. I again draw your attention to the 
initiative and welcome you as a FRIEND OF MISSION ST. 
EPHREM. 

Religious Meet 

We had a meeting of all the Religious Men and Women living and 
serving in our Exarchate on 30 June 2018. It was organized by the 
Exarchial Commission for the Religious. I had appointed Rev. Fr. 
Bijili OIC and Rev. Sr. Kripa SIC as the secretaries of the 
Commission. They, along with Rev. Fr. Melwin OIC, the 
Exarchial Chancellor, had organized the meeting with orderly 
planning. The meeting, a forum for dialogue and participation in 
the life of the Exarchate, was a success. I appreciate the presence 
of most of the religious in our Exarchate. 

Canonical Pastoral Visit 

I had visited all our parishes and mission centers a number of times 
in the last three years. However, it is now time for a canonical 
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pastoral visit, as per CCEO c 205, of all our parishes and mission 
centers. Hence, the Parish Priests shall, in planning with the Parish 
Councils, fix a date with me in advance. In the spirit of the 
visitation, I would like evaluate the life of the parish with each 
organization like the Sunday School, MCCL, MCYM, MCA, 
Mathrusangham, Suvisesha Sangham, Parish Council and other 
organisations like the Vincent De Paul Society, etc., if any. The 
visit shall require at least two days, ending with a solemn Holy 
Qurbono and an agape. 

New Vocations this Year 

I am happy to announce to you that we have eight new entrants to 
the Nirmal Hriday Minor Seminary. Of these three, one from Pune, 
one from Mumbai, one from Denkanikottai are from the territory 
of the Exarchate. Others are from the other Eparchies of our 
Church. Similarly, from our Eparchies we have received four 
seminarians who will do their Regency formation in the 
Exarchate. I welcome them to the Exarchate and wish them a 
transforming fonnation to work in the vineyard of the Lord! 

Happy Bethany Feast! 

The Bethany Fathers and Sisters celebrate the Feast of the Bethany 
Saints Martha, Mary and Lazar, on 29 July 2018. I wish them a 
Happy Feast and God’s choicest blessings through the intercession 
of the Bethany Saints! I urge our faithful to organize some spiritual 
celebrations in the parishes and missions where our Bethany 
Fathers and Sisters served will join the Bethany Sisters in 
Stuttgart-Germany for the celebrations. 

In my Absence 

Dear All! I will be away, as my annual programme usually is, in 
Switzerland for mission preaching and for meeting our 
benefactors and friends. I request your prayers for my mission as 
well as for our benefactors and well-wishers. 
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In my absence, Rt. Rev. Msgr. Varghese Mattamana, the 
Protosyncellus of the Exarchate, will be in-charge of the 
administration of the curia and other allied matters as per the 
norms of Canon Law. I thank him and all others who constantly 
carry our mission forward, in my presence and in my absence. I 
thank everyone for the love, communion and team work we enjoy 
in our Exarchate. 

Let me conclude! May the grace and mercy of God abound in us 
through the intercession of St. Thomas, the Apostle of India, and 
the Servant of God Archbishop Geevarghese Mar Ivanios whose 
Dukhronos we celebrate this month! May we be strengthened by 
the intercession of the Bethany Saints! May the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, the Queen of Saints and St. Ephrem, the patron of our 
Exarchate intercede for us! 

God bless! 

Your loving Aboon, 



* Thomas Mar Anthonios OIC 

Apostolic Exarch 
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oioGOOaoraraleijo gaSG^Liojar) 2)Pi8a>(3 c9,G(Oi3)Opj1(00o (o1odiooo1(0,i8o<O) 1 
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15.06.2018 


(a.oGO)oeilG(36)g fflorvxijjriS 


nJgo, (OTlrajairOOOToJJOo. 


N.B: gjTD AEJojen, ®rasj«5t!5)j curajcrn SRnoauooiPdj oil c&jdsiuDoraaeijD), cnimjos n®eio 
njgglcSjgleijo, aflniiaS Qc&irasaBjsflejjo, crucn^acrusaifnsaBgleijo, ffloaiBlcft-croor^crDRS) djolaal 
eicnsoimsaragleijo raBjOatucoacsAccrasrogleijo oioaiJlcs.sosreRnosm. 
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THE MALANKARA SYRIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 

EXARCHATE OF ST.EPHREM, KHADKI-PUNE 



CIRCULAR 

THE MISSIONARY ACTIVITIES 

OF THE EXARCHATE OF ST EPHREM, KHADKI- 

PUNE 


Dear Rev Priests, Religious and Brothers and Sisters, 

Greetings and love in the name of our Lord Jesus! 

The Church is missionary by her very essence. In obedience to the 
command of her founder to preach the Gospel to all men (cf. CCC 849), 
the Church is missionary to the core. It is not that the Church has a 
mission; rather the Church is a mission. It is therefore our primary duty to 
preach the Gospel. St Paul reminds us that “woe to me if I do not preach 
the Gospel” (1 Cor 9: 16). Mission is an accurate indicator of our faith in 
Christ (Redemptoris Missio 11). “The love of Christ impels us” (2 Cor 
5:14) to carry out the mission. Mission, therefore, is not a choice but a 
fundamental option for us to be the Church. 


Right from the inception of this Exarchate we have taken initiatives to 
move out to the frontiers to preach the Gospel. Our Exarchate, though 
still in an infancy stage, has taken bold initiatives. In Maharashtra we 
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have the Warje-Malwadi and Bopkhel-Vishrantawadi missions initiated 
by the respective parishes of the places. We are reaching out to the 
villages around Igatpuri and Ghoti near Nashik. In Andhra Pradesh we 
have the Bapatla mission and in Tamil Nadu we have the Kamagiri- 
Denkanikottai mission accessed from Bengaluru. 

One must take note that, as an Exarchate, we have very minimal 
resources, both personnel (priests, sisters and lay missionaries) and 
monetary. However, we have given utmost priority to missionary 
endeavors. We all must be aware of the mission initiatives and the 
expenditure that is incurred to run them. The missionaries need to have a 
place to stay. Food and rent should be paid. A just remuneration to the 
catechists and pastors are to be paid. We need vehicles to travel from 
village to village. For the educational and economic uplift of the people 
we need to give scholarships and create small scale employment 
opportunities. These are recurring expenses. Last year we had spent 
about Rs. 2.25 million for the mission. Naturally it will be on the increase 
every year. This is a huge financial commitment compared to the 
resources we have. 

I, therefore, urge all people of goodwill, especially all our faithful to pray 
for our missions and to contribute painstakingly towards this cause to the 
maximum of your ability. This is an appeal to your good will, not a 
compulsion. God blesses a happy giver! 

I am happy to introduce to you the Friends of Mission St Ephrem, an 
initiative to support the missions of the Exarchate. You become a friend 
of the mission of the Exarchate of St Ephrem committing to contribute an 
amount yearly/monthly to support it as per the form supplied to you. 

The members of the Suvishesha Sangham, whose basic call is to live, 
preach and support the mission of the Church, are to lead this initiative. I 
entrust them the task of mobilizing the mission fund through Friends of 
Mission St Ephrem. Forms for registering names with various 
sponsorship programmes shall be circulated to all parishioners by the 
Suvishesha Sangham. The parish Priests are to appoint a leader from 
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among the Suvishesha Sangham members in each parish whose 
responsibility it is, to coordinate this fund raising in the parish level.This 
fund would be pooled together to support the missions. I appoint Rev. Fr 
Stephen Chempakathoppu, Ms Ammukutty Mathai, Mr VA George (J oj i 
Uncle), Zachariah (Sunny) Pawath and Alex Valavil to coordinate the 
same through the Mission Office of the Exarchate. I also appoint Mr VA 
George, along with Rev. Fr Stephen, to coordinate the role of the 
members of the Suvisesha Sangham in this regard. 

Finally, I exhort everyone to pray for, promote and support the mission 
initiatives. We are a missionary Exarchate and we ought to preach the 
Word of God. “We cannot but speak” (Acts 4.20) even if it involves 
sacrifice. Please take seriously the forms given to you. Kindly fill the 
form, take up a certain sponsorship and be a Friend of Mission St 
Ephrem. Being missionary implies commitment. I urge all priests and 
religious and lay leaders and representatives of the Pastoral Council to 
make our people aware diligently our mission activities and their needs. 

May God bless our missionary endeavors and reward your sacrificial 
contributions to share the joy of the Gospel. God bless us all! 



* Thomas Mar Anthonios OIC 

Apostolic Exarch 


Khadki-Pune 
10 June, 2018 


This Circular shall be read in all our parishes and mission stations after 
the Holy Qurbono on 24 June 2018 
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Notifications From Bishop's House 


I. Hearty Welcome and Congratulations 

a. Rev Fr John Achuthaparambil appointed Associate 
Procurator and Vicar of Vishrantwadi parish, Pune. Fr 

John belongs to the Eparchy of Pathanamthitta and he will 
reside at the presbytery attached to Vishrantwadi Parish. He 
is appointed associate Procurator in view of being the 
Procurator after some initial experience gathering. 

b. Rev Fr Benjamin Vazhayil OIC appointed as Priest In- 
Charge of the Malankara Catholic Mission in Igatpuri- 
Gooty area near Nashik. He belongs to Bethany 
Navajyothy Province and shall be resident at Igatpuri. 

c. Fr Manu Kurisinkal has been appointed as Vicar of 
Nashik and Aurangabad Parishes. He has also been 
appointed as Local Manager of Nashik School. Fr Manu is 
the newly Ordained Priest of this Exarchate. He shall reside 
in the Presbytery attached to the Parish at Nashik. 

d. Fr Mathew Modiyil OIC appointed as Proto-Presbyter 
of Mumbai Ecclesiastical District. He shall be resident at 
Bethany Ashram, Khargar. 

II. Heartfelt Thanks 

a. Fr Geevarghese Kaithavana relieved from the office of 
Priest in-charge of Carmelaram Parish, Bangalore. 

b. Rev Fr Mathew Thomas Thazhethottathil has been 
relieved from the offices of the Local Manger of St 
Mary's School and in-charge of Kopholi Project. 

III. Appointments of Regents: 

a. BroAnish John: Bishop’s House, Khadki 

b. Bro George Chandanasseril: Kamagiri Mission 

c. Bro. Joseph Kanchavana: Minor Seminary 
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d. Bro. Vincent Mukaluvila: Igatpuri-Gooty Mission 

IV. Announcement of Dates of Major Events 

Dear fathers, 

Kindly find dates of important meetings at Exarchial and 
Malankra church level this year. Please note and organize your 
programmes according to the dates given below: 

a. Exarchial Priests' Convention: Sept 13 & 14,2018 

(This meeting is held in view of the Malankara Church level 
Priests' Meet and is attended by Bishop Makarios, 
Chariman of the synodal Commission for Clergy, MSCC) 

b. Exarchial Convention: Nov 6 & 7,2018; Pune 

c. Malankara Catholic Priests' Meet: Nov 13 & 14, 2018; 
Trivandrum 

(A meeting of all Malankara Priests arranged by the Synodal 
Commision for Clergy, MSCC) 

d. Exarchial Priests'Annual Retreat: Nov 26-30, Pune 

e. Exarchial Priest's Meet: Nov 30,2018, Pune 

(Religious Priests are also expected to attend this meeting 
being held on the final day of Annual Retreat) 

Please note that in all the above dates your participation is 
non-negotiable other than the Exarchial Priests' annual retreat 
for B ethany F athers. 
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REPORT OF THE FIRST MEETING OF SECOND 
PASTORAL COUNCIL 

OF THE EXARCHATE OF ST EPHREM, 
KHADKI-PUNE 

25 MAY 2018 


The First Meeting of the Second Pastoral Council of the Exarchate 
of St Ephrem, Khadki-Pune, was held on 25 May 2018 at St Mary's 
Malankara Syrian Catholic Cathedral Church. The gathering 
began with a concelebrated Holy Qurbono by the Exarch His 
Excellency Most Rev. Thomas Mar Anthonios OIC and the 
Reverend Priests serving in the Exarchate. 

The Pastoral Council Meeting, chaired by the Exarch started at 
9:00 AM. The following 68 members attended the meeting: 

Priests 

Msgr Varghese Mattamana Fr. Varghese Kaithon 

Fr. Varghese Manoj OIC Fr. Melwin Mathew OIC 

Fr. Koshy Kakanat Corepiscopa Fr. Joseph Vattaparambil 


Fr. Mathew Pallikunnel 

Fr. Mathew Thomas 

Fr. Abraham Thanuvelil 

Fr. Philip Pulipra 

Fr. Samuel Thoppil 

Fr. Joel Mathew OIC 

Fr. Maria Sobu 

Fr. Robin Ettithadathil OIC 

Fr. James Cherivuparambil 

Fr. Abraham Manalil 

Fr. Thomas Bijily OIC 

Fr. Blessen George OIC 

Fr. Mathew Punakkalam 


Rev. Sisters 


Sr Pratheeksha SIC 

Sr Selin DM 

Sr Krupa SIC 

Sr Jyothi DM 

Sr Lucia SIC 

Sr Bhavya SIC 

Sr Vimal SIC 
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Elected Members from Parishes 


Mrs. Bindu Susan Varghese 

Mr. Babu George 

Mr. P G Samuel 

Mrs. Alice Joy 

Mr. Mathew Thomas 

Mr. Leo Philip 

Mrs. Suja Mary 

Mr. Mani Kuriakose 

Mr. Ranji Thomas 

Mrs. Ponnamma Varghese 

Mr. John Mathew (Sibi) 

Mr. Thomas M T 

Mrs. Kunjamma John 

Mr. Salu T Thomas 

Mr. Rachal John Mathew 

Mrs. Beena R Mathews 

Mr. Jose John 


Mrs. Leelamma Abraham 

Mr. T M Johnson 


Mrs. Dolly Eapan 

Mr. Thomas Mathew 


Mrs. Molly Reji 

Mr. Johnykutty P Mathew 

Mrs. Lally Mathew 

Mr. K 0 Abraham 



Ecclesiastical Title Holders 


Mr. P. V. Thomas (Bar Itho Kasiro ) 

Mrs. Sara Mani Kuriakose (Bar Itho Kasirtho) 

Representatives from Ecclesiastical Districts 

Mr. Roji Koshy (Bengalaru ) 

Presidents of Associations 


Mr. Libin David Samuel ( MCYM ) 

Nominated Members 


Mr. John Mathew 
Mr. M D Jose 
Mrs. Julie Philip 
Mr. Sam Thomas 
Mr. Baiju S R 


Mr. ZakariaPawath (Sunny) 
Mr. V A George 
Mr. Alex Valavil 
Mr. Jose Mathew Alexander 


The following Members were absent: 


Fr. Joseph Venmanath 
Fr. Stephan Chemapathoppu 
Fr. Philip Kaleekal 
Fr. Amutharaj Thomas 
Fr. Mathew Modiyil OIC 
Fr. Joseph Thomas OIC 
Fr. George Ayyanuthu OIC 
Fr. Noble Joseph OIC 


Sr. Abhishakta SIC 

Sr. Jeffin SIC 

Sr. Rony Maria 

Sr. Silvia SIC 

Mr. Lawrance 

Mr. C Babu 

Mr. Daniel Babu 

Mr. Xavier Pawath (Tony ) 


Mr TM Johnson (MCA) 


Mr. P A Joykutty 
Mr. Ajit John Kutiyil 
Mr. P Varghese 
Mr. Jose George 


Mr. John Y Raj 
Mr. K N Sebastian 
Mr. Zacharia George 
Mr. M V George 
Mr. Baby Samuel 
Mrs Lizzy Koshy 
Mr. Johny Yohannan 
Mr. P K Cherian 
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Inaugural Session 

The meeting started with a prayer by Shri T M Johnson, MCA 
Exarchate President. Rev. Fr. Melwin Mathew OIC, the 
Chancellor, welcomed the gathering and heapprised the members 
of the day's proceedings. 

Oath-Taking Ceremony 

The members then took the oath that was administered to them by 
His Excellency Thomas Mar Anthonios OIC. 

Election of the Lay Secretary 

This was followed by the election for the PC Lay Secretary. Mr 
Jose Mathew Alexander from Chinchwad-Pune was unanimously 
elected as the Lay Secretary of the Pastoral Council. Chancellor 
Fr. Melwin Mathew OIC, the ex-officio Priest Secretary, then 
briefed the agenda for the day and infonned the members of 
documents enclosed in the kit given to all the members present. 

Keynote Address 

Bishop welcomed all the PC members and conveyed thanks to all 
the outgoing members of the first Pastoral Council which did a 
remarkable work at the erection and founding years of the 
Exarchate. He reminded the members of the fruitful completion of 
the first three years of the Exarchate since its erection. He was 
humbled with gratitude to the Almighty God for leading the 
Exarchate forward, especially in the field of mission work! His 
Excellency expressed his gratitude to Rev. Fr. Varghese Kaithon, 
the outgoing Finance Officer of the Exarchate for his valuable 
service. The Exarch also showered words of praise for the services 
of layperson like Mr. Zakaria Pawath (Sunny), Rev Frs Stephen, 
Amutharaj along with the SIC and DM Sisters and the team for 
their Missionary zeal. He also asserted that the Exarchate is a 
'Missionary Exarchate.' He pointed out that there are 29 parishes 
and mission centers and also the presence of 29 Priests serving in 
the Exarchate. The Exarch lauded those who faithfully follow the 
guidelines given in the realms of liturgical celebrations and 
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financial administration; however expressed concern over the 
lapses in the parishes over these matters. He emphasized the need 
to maintain the Catholic culture, and in doing so all parishes should 
maintain liturgical discipline. Use of sound system should be 
appropriate as per the needs, with the right volume. He reiterated 
the need for prior approval of any new construction in the parish. 

Presentation of the Agenda 

The following was the agenda of the Pastoral Council: 

1. Khopoli Project 

2. Mission Activities 

3. Parish Administration 

4. Exarchial Convention 

5. Financial Administration 

6. Points for Open Forum 

7. Presentation of the Financial Report 

8. Election/Nomination of members to Finance Council 

Khopoli Project 

Mr Babu George, the chief coordinator of the Khopoli project, 
briefed the house of all the details till date of the project. He 
updated that leveling of the site is 50% completed and 40% of 
compound wall work stands completed. Approval for starting the 
construction work was taking time but it is hoped that permission 
will be ready soon and that the School and Seminary construction 
would begin by 15 June 2018. 

Mission Activities 

Mr. Sunny Pawath gave a brief orientation about the mission work 
being done in Bapatla-Andhra Pradesh, Kamagiri-Tamil Nadu 
accessed from Bengaluru, Warje-Pune, Igatpuri-Nasik and 
Bopkel-Vishrantwadi Pune. He urged the members to come 
forward in supporting the mission works with their prayer, 
physical presence and monetary donations. 

Group Discussion 
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Carmelaram Chapel Blessing 
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Fathers’ Day Celebrations, 
Thane 
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Rev. Fr. Melwin Mathew OIC, the Chancellor briefed the house on 
the order of the proceedings for group discussion. The pastoral 
council consists of a diaspora of personnel from across the 
geographies of the Exarchate hence to ensure the participation of 
all the members of the PC in the deliberations and conclusions of 
the PC, the members were divided into five designated groups. 
Each group was given specific topic for discussion and a report 
was to be presented to the common gathering by the assigned 
secretary. If time permits the group could discuss other points. 

Presentation of reports of the Group Discussions: 

Group - 1 Khopoli Project: Rev. Fr Robin Ettithadathil OIC 
presented the report. 

• Lack of awareness of the project in the parishes. 

• Updates of the project and work status not being 
communicated to parishes. 

Suggestions: 

• Parish should appoint a committee of 4-5 members along with 
the Vicar and PC member to mobilize the funds from the parish 

• Efforts to be made to approach firms that can allot CSR funds 
for our projects. 

Group -//Mission Activities: Rev. Sr Prateeksha SIC presented 
the report. 

• Mission Awareness to be given to all organizations of the 
parish, like MCYM, MCCL, MCA etc and get their 
involvement and participation. 

• “Mission Prayer” to be created and distributed to all families 
for use during family-prayers. 

• Collect contributions through Birthday and Anniversary 
covers and utilize the money for mission work. 

• The Suvisesha Sangham has to take up the task of promoting 
offerings for mission through “Friends of Mission St 
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Ephrem.” 

• To encourage sponsorship for Seminarians and Seminary 
works. 

Group - III Parish Administration: Mrs. Beena R. Mathews 

presented the report. 

• Spiritual status of the families is good. 

• General timings of the church should not be compromised. 

• There is a lack of strong association between priests and 
families due to frequent transfer of priests. 

Suggestions: 

• Highly recommend that Parish Priests be appointed for a 
minimum of 3 years in one parish. 

• All Liturgical Prayers need transliteration. 

• Promote the study and knowledge of Bible through Bible 
classes. 

• Suvishesha Sangham members shall have more interactions 
with members and students in their respective parishes and 
promote the same. 

• Priests should celebrate at least one Holy Mass in English or 
Hindi in a month in parishes. 

• Specially cater to members in the age group of 30 to 40 years 
seriously. 

Group - IV, Exarchial Convention: Mr. Libin Samuel presented 

the report. 

• The group highly recommended the Exarchial convention this 
year. 

• Proposed dates 6 to 8 November 2018. Proposed Venue: Pune 

• Approximate 1200 members to attend the convention. 

• Proposed budget is Rs 20 lakhs which includes expenses for 
food, accommodations, TA/DA, stage, logistics etc. 
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• To raise funds through a supplement-advertisement in 
Manorama, corporate funding, institutions, members working 
in foreign countries, well-wishers, registration fee and 
voluntary donations. 

Group-V : Financial Administration: Mrs. Julie Philip presented 

the report. 

Parish Level recommendations for Financial Administration 

• Maintain transparency especially for Sunday Collections (the 
kanikka) earmarked to be surrendered to the exarchate which is 
on many accounts is sent to the Catholicate Centre. 

• Budgeting of parish expenses to be made in the beginning of 
the financial year and sent to the exarchate for follow-up. 

• Donations made to church support and Exarchate/Diocese 
support needs separate receipts issued as per the Diocesan 
Support form submitted by individuals. 

• The Exarchate activities depend much on the 15 % of the parish 
income (articles sponsored, collection of specific events 
included); Parishes shall co-operate to transfer the dues on a 
regular basis. The parish committee has to understand the 
implication and take note of the payables due and make the 
required provision. 

Exarchial level recommendation 

• Best practices of any particular parish should be shared by 
exarchate for the awareness of all parishes in the exarchate. 

• Thankyou note to be issues specifically to the individual 
making contribution to the Exarchate Support Fund. 

• New Trustees should be given orientation every year at the 
district level for setting right expectations and creating 
awareness of the accounting practices along with 
clarifications. 


Common Discussion followed, wherein few questions were 
raised and responded pertaining to the reports presented: 
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• Catechism should focus on joyful faith formation experience 
for the students rather than an academic pursuit. 

• Recommendation for Examination dates to be reviewed. 

• We should have atleast one Holy Qurbono in English in a 
month. 

Response 

• Decision of Catechism examination dates was already 
discussed and decided in the first PC meeting. It had 
considered all circumstances of our students and families. 
Hence it is inappropriate to change the dates often. There will 
be no change in the date of examination for the next 10 years. 

• Malankara Catechism texts are acknowledged as the best and 
they have been redacted strictly following all norms by well 
experienced and educated teachers in this field. It is the 
common text of the Malankara Catholic Church. The 
Exarchate alone cannot change them. 

• Director Fr. Philip Pulipara pointed out the statistics;out of 601 
students from Std. IV to Std. XII, 27% ie. 167 students didn't 
appear for the exam in spite of all arrangements made. 5 
examinations centers were provided outside our Exarchate; yet 
the concerned did not avail the provision. The catechism 
students and their parents need to introspect their priorities. 

• To make the faith formation experience more vibrant and 
creative a special orientation class for teachers has been 
organized in each viablegeography. 

• The questionnaire for the exams was simple, not tough as 
some complain. The questions papers are available to verify 
this claim. 

Exarchial Convention 

• General Convention - it was proposed that the construction of 
the Seminary should be the priority and the convention should 
be held at Khopoli. 
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• The convention should be a common convention. 
However, all associations, i.e., MCA, MCYM, MCCL and 
SS should have their own gatherings and input sessions 
besides the common programs of the convention. 

• Target to mobilize 20 lakhs fund; of which only 10 lakhs to be 
utilized for the convention, rest should be used for funding the 
construction of the seminary. 

Response 

• The general view of all members is to have the General 
Convention is a great thought. 

• Fund flow should be prioritized to meet the basic requirements 

• Facilities of the Latin Church Schools in Chinchwad could be 
requested for and made use of. 

• The general opinion was that it is not possible to get the 
construction work of the Seminary done at Khopoli and have 
the convention there this year. 

Committees for the Exarchial Convention: 

The Pastoral Council elected the co-conveners and the Finance 
Council members and left the formation of other Committees to 
Msgr Varghese Mattaman who shall be the general Convener of 
the Convention. 

Patron 

General Convener 
Co-Conveners 
Secretary 

Finance Committee 
Bombay Region 
Goa 

Pune Region 
Chennai Region 
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: Bishop Thomas Mar Anthonios, OIC 
: Msgr Varghese Mattamana 
: Mr Alex Valavil and MD Jose 
: Mr Jose Alexander 

: Babu George and John Mathew 
: Fr Abraham Manalel 
: Mr P Varghese and Mr Salu Thomas 
: Mrs Ponnamma Varghese and Mr 
P A Joykutty 

: Mr T M Johnson and Mr Biju S R 


Bangalore Region 












THE EPHREMITE 

Hyderabad Region : Mr K N Sebastin and 

Mr John Mathew 

Seminary Construction 

Regarding the Khopoli project, it was pointed out that many are 
not aware of the current status of the project and would like to 
know about the same. 

Response 

• It may be true that some have not become aware of the need of 
the proj ect. The proj ect was inaugurated in March 2016 by His 
Beatitude Moran MorBaselios Cardinal CleemisCatholicosat 
a huge function done at the site and all attempts have been 
made to raise the funds. “Donate a Brick” is one such attempt. 
But each proposal met with excuses and so fast progress has 
been evading. 

• It is planned to construct a building with an area of around 
15,000 sq. ft. which will cost approx. Rs. 3 crore. There is an 
assurance of4700 bricks amounting to Rs. 94 Lakhs. 

• Civil approval of the project will not go beyond June. After 
getting the approval thequotations will be availed to start the 
construction work. Construction of a wing of the proposed 
school in 2 to 3 months can be expected thereon. 

• There have been concerted requests to the faithful for funds to 
support the construction of the Minor Seminary till date. It is 
the only financial collection made on behalf of the Exarchate. 
Even that is voluntary. Hence, Members! Kindly see to it that, 
no negative and disheartening discussions are circulated! Give 
what you can! 

• It was then time for noon prayers and lunch 

Presentation of the Financial Report 

In the Second Session of the PC Meeting the Financial Report of 
the Exarchate was presented by Rev. Fr. Varghese Kaithon, the 
Finance Officer. After the report presentation Fr Kaithon 
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mentioned that he was very happy and blessed to work in the 
exarchate for the last three years. He is now relieved of the office 
from 29 May 2018. He conveyed his gratitude to all, especially to 
the Exarch and Msgr Mattamana Achan for all the support and 
guidance rendered to him. 

Later an evaluation on the Parish Audit was presented by Mr VA 
George who is the Internal Auditor of the Exarchate. He mentioned 
that he has audited 29 churches in the exarchate. He pointed out 
areas of improvement. He opined that our people has to learn to be 
systematic in book-keeping and generous in giving, especially to 
support the common causes. 

After necessary clarifications the accounts were passed by voice 
vote. 

General Gathering and Open Forum 

Query: What about the 15% of the income to be given over from 
the income of the parishes to the Exarchate. How is it calculated? 

Response : It has already been notified many times. 15% of the 
total gross income should be paid from the parish income, 
irrespective of, for what it is earmarked for. Exceptions are for 
dedicated funds like construction funds and charity funds raised 
with prior permission from the curia. For any new constructions 
and substantial maintenance prior permission should be taken and 
exemptions will be granted according to the merit of the project. It 
was noted that decisions decisively made should not be called to 
question often by newly elected members of the parish council. 
They should study the byelaws and assume offices. 

Query / Comments 

• After the PC Meeting the PC Member along with the Vicar 
should call for immediate meeting of the parish committees 
and convey the details of PC meeting to the present committee 
members. 


• It is good to announce new decisions and guidelines through a 
circular to be read in the parishes. 
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• A class should be arranged for the new Trustees and 
Secretaries of the parishes for smooth accounting and audit. 

• There should be active participation of suvishesha sangham 
members in parishes. 

• Suvishesha Sangham members are not promoted adequately in 
parishes. Parish Priests are requested to oversee their activities 
adequately. 

• There should be at least one Holy Qurbono in regional 
language / Hindi / Marathi / Kannada etc. per month. 

Response: 

• It was always insisted that the PC representative and the parish 
priest should brief the respective parish of the decisions of the 
PC approved by the Exarch. The same is urged again. 

• Regarding the classes, last year training programs were 
arranged district wise for the parish trustees and secretaries. 
The same shall be done this year also. The Proto-syncellus and 
the Finance officer along with the Internal Auditor will do the 
same. However, it is to be noted that every year, we cannot go 
on repeating the same. Those who know accounts and those 
who can follow the guidelines of the Exarchate and that of the 
civil auditing should be chosen for the service. 

• It is the duty of the Parish Priests to promote the SS and its 
activities in the parish. They have to be encouraged in breaking 
the Word of God in prayer meetings. They have to take up other 
ministries assigned to them, like visiting homes, visiting the 
sick etc. They are obliged to do this under the guidance of the 
parish priest and with prudence. The parish priests are ought to 
encourage the ministries of the members of the SS. 

• Regarding Holy Qurbono in English and other regional 
languages, it is the avowed goal of the Exarchate; there has 
been strife to achieve it since many years. However, the 
limitations are to be overcome; so it will make more sense to 
take initiatives in implementing it. The parish priests shall own 
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up these initiatives in their parishes. This is absolutely needed 
in the context of the mission work and evangelization. 

• Regarding the stability of the parish priest in his office for at 
least three years, it shall be taken care of. However, in the 
context of the lack of priests in the Exarchial ministries,there 
need to be understanding. 

Appreciation of the Conduct of the PC 

Many members pointed out that the PC was well arranged. 
Information was given well in advance. The sessions were well 
organized. They particularly complimented Rev. Fr Melwin OIC, 
the Chancellor, and the Exarch for the meticulous planning and 
conduct of the PC. It was also shared by members that the group 
discussion on the Agenda and its report-presentation gave a wider 
participation of the members in the proceedings of the PC. 

Election and Nomination of Members to the Finance Council 

Mr John Mathew and Mr. Sunny Pawath were elected by the 
Pastoral Council as members to the ExarchialFinance Council. His 
Excellency nominated Mr. P. K.Cherian, Mr. Babu George and Mr 
Alex Valavil to the Finance Council. 

Call to Support the Seminary Project by the PC Members 

The Exarch called upon the PC members to take the lead in paying 
the offered money for the seminary project which was agreed 
upon. He also urged the new members of the PC to make their 
offerings. Most of them made their offerings vocal at the forum. 
The response was very encouraging. 

He also informed that those who want to avail the benefits of 80 G, 
can credit the Seminary Sponsorship and Seminary Construction 
fund through the SEVA account. 

Concluding Message 

In his valedictory address, the Exarch again thanked all the 
outgoing Curia Members and Parish Priests for their meritorious 
service. He again underlined the need to concentrate on the 
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missionary work of the Exarchate. With a deep sense of empathy, 
he tried to pacify the sentiments of those parishes and missions like 
Napur, Chicnchwad, Nashik, Aurangabad, etc which do not have 
permanent parish priests at present. He requested them to be 
understanding as it is due to the lack of priests. At the same time, he 
urged all to promote vocations to solve the problem permanently. 

The Exarch thanked the members of the PC for their attendance, 
travelling great distances and for their active participation. He also 
thanked the members of the Curia for the arrangements made for 
the PC. He lauded the dedication and commitment of Rev. Fr 
Melwin OIC in properly planning and executing the conduct of the 
PC. He greatly appreciated the active role of the PC in building up 
the Exarchate. He thanked it for its great support. He asserted his 
firm faith in the providence of God and the cooperation of the 
Faithful in building up the basic infrastructures of the Exarchate, 
especially to complete the construction of the Minor Seminary 
before June 2019, so that we can keep our word given to the 
Diocese of Pune and to His Excellency Bishop Thomas Dabre. 
Thanks be to God who leads us on the way of our missionary 
commitment! 

The Exarch declared that the next Pastoral Council Meeting will be 
held in January 2019. 

The newly elected Secretary of the PC, Mr Jose Alexander, then 
proposed the vote of thanks. Rt. Rev. Koshy Kakkanattu 
Corepiscopo made the concluding prayer. H.E imparted the 
apostolic blessings to all members. 


JOSE MATHEW ALEXANDER 

Secretary, Pastoral Council 


FR MELWIN MATHEW ANTHALIL OIC 

Chancellor 
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a. MCYM Exarchial Syndicate 2018 

MCYM Exarchial Syndicate was organised 
by the MCYM Exarchial secretariat under the 
Directorship of Rev. Fr. Mathew Thomas 
Thazhethottathil at Mar Ivanios School, 

Pimple Gurav, Pune on 26 and 27 May 2018. 

It was attended by the MCYM Exarchial and 
District office bearers. The purpose of the event was to orient 
and reinforce the leaders with the mission of MCYM. The 
District office bearers presented the reports of their respective 
districts. There were detailed discussions on the global events 
to be participated in and generic action plans for the coming 
months. Rt. Rev. Msgr. Varghese Mattamana beckoned the 
youth leaders to devise more practical steps to aid in the 
challenges of young people. His Excellency Most Rev. Dr. 
Thomas Mar Anthonios appreciated the youth leaders for their 
dedication. Aboon urged young leaders to be rooted in the 
ecclesial framework and allow the Holy Spirit to work 
through them. Later, Mr. Saji Daniel, Ms. Julie Jim, Ms. 
Nancy Sam and Mr. Ajit John, under the leadership of Rev. Fr 
Mathew Thomas, led the discussions. 

b. MCYM Go Green Day June 3,2018 : 

The MCYM Global body initiated the Go Green Day to be 
celebrated on June 3,2018, in order to promote an eco friendly 
culture. The Exarchate MCYM embraced the cause of Go 
Green. His Excellency Most Rev. Thomas Mar Anthonios and 
Padma Shri Rasool Pookutty marked the Go Green Day by 
planting Soursoup saplings at the event ’Yobel2018’ at Don 
Bosco School premise, Borivili. Bishop exhorted everyone to 
take up a lifestyle that goes in harmony with the environment. 
Similar functions were held at different parishes under the 
leadership of MCYM members. 
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26 th Chaplains/Animators training 2018 (CAT) 

26 th Chaplains/Animators training 2018 (CAT) was organised 
by the Catholic Bishops' Conference of India, Youth 
Commission, from June 1 to 10, 2018, at National Biblical 
Catechetical Liturgical Centre, Bangalore. The event was 
attended by Rev. Fr. Mathew Thomas, the newly appointed 
Exarchate MCYM Director, along with 40 participants from 
across the country. The program was an orientation program 
for youth Directors and Animators. Five priests from the Syro 
Mala nk ara Eparchies attended the event. 


Nirmal Hriday Minor Seminary News 


a. Seminary Blessing and Inauguration of Academic Year 
2018-19 

The new academic year of Nirmal Hriday 
Minor Seminary was inaugurated by His 
Excellency Most. Rev. Dr. Thomas Mar 
Anthonios on 13 June, 2018, with the 
presence of Rt. Rev. Msgr. Varghese 
Mattamana, Proto Syncellus, Rev. Fr. 

Melwin Mathew OIC, Chancellor, Fr. 

Samuel Thoppil and Fr. Benjamin Vazhayil OIC. The new 
academic year began with the Holy Eucharistic celebration. 
Later, the Bishop blessed the entire Seminary. Following the 
breakfast, an Inaugural Meeting was held during which the 
motto of the new academic year, “Rooted in Christ”, was 
revealed by His Excellency. 

b. First Year Brothers 

Following brothers j oined the Seminary this Year: 

Bro. Yovel Abhishek: Anvalya Parish; Dharmpuri Diocese 

Bro. Thomas Kannamkulam (Basil): Vasai Parish; Khadki- 
Pune Exarchate 
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Bro. Joseph Chittatu (Robin): Kalewadi Parish; Khadki-Pune 
Exarchate 

Bro. Joseph Manalusheri (Jebin): Ennathu Parish; 
Trivandrum Major Archdiocese 

c. Brothers' from other Eparchies who permanently joined 
the Exarchate this Year 

Bro. Joseph Kanchavana: Regent; Mavellikara Diocese 

Bro. Vincent Mukaluvila : Regent: Trivandrum Major 
Archdiocse) 

Bro. Mathew Mappottilkizhakkathil: IV Year; Mavelikara 
Diocese 

Bro. Kuriakose Thandayimattathil: IVYear; Bathery 
Diocese 

Bro. Sherin Palavilakizhakkathil: IV Year; (Mavelikara 
Diocese) 


Catechism Department 


Teachers' Orientation Camp 

The orientation session for the Catechism teachers of 
Pune Ecclesiastical District was held on 9 June, 

2018, at St Mary's Cathedral, Pune. His Excellency 
Thomas Mar Anthonios addressed the teachers. 

Aboon reminded the teachers that they had to bring 
the Jesus experience to the children and bring up children as good 
human beings. His Excellency emphasized having a common 
discipline for Catechism classes. Rev. Fr. Philip Pulipra, Exarchial 
Director of Catechism, took the orientation session. He guided the 
teachers on how to become a model Sunday school teacher with 
the help of examples. There were group discussions organized 
after the session. Teachers from Pune district and Goa Parish 
attended the sessions. Similar Orientation sessions are planned in 
Mumbai and Bangalore. 
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I Exarchial District News 

P»nc District J j| 


a. Visit of Fr. Cyril OIC and Fr. Michael OIC 

Fr. Cyril Michael OIC and newly ordained priest Fr. Michael 
Raj OIC visited the parish on 20 May and 3 June, respectively. 
Both of them had served there as missionary brothers. The 
Holy Mass for the corresponding days was celebrated by them. 
The parish conveyed their prayers and blessings for all their 
future missionary activities and wished them a divine spiritual 
life ahead. 

b. Revision in the Holy Mass schedule 

The parish committee arrived at a decision to change the 
Sunday Mass timings of both the Hindi and Malayalam 
languages. The new timings came into effect from 10 June. 
The revised schedule is as follows: Hindi Mass - 8:00 a.m., 
Malayalam Mass- 9:45 a.m., Sunday School- 8:30 am, and 
Monthly Hindi Retreat shall be held on the Fourth Sunday of 
every month at 8:3 0 am. 

c. Sunday School Vidyarambham 

The Vidyarambham of Catechism students for the academic 
year 2018-19 was held on 10 June. Students presented their 
offerings to the altar before the Holy Qurbono. The Qurbono 
was specially celebrated for the students. Parish vicar, Fr. 
Melwin Mathew, OIC spoke about the importance of Sunday 
school in the life of the Church and exhorted parents, students 
and teachers to take Sunday school seriously. 


St Joseph's MSCC, Dehuroad 


a. Goodbye and Welcome Rev. Sisters 

St. Joseph's Church bid farewell to dear Rev. Sr. Josina S.I.C 
on 20 May and expressed gratitude for all her dedicated 
service, love and prayers rendered to the parish with a divine 
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smile, and conveyed good wishes and prayers for her future 
mission in Kerala. Parish Trustee Mr. Rex Yohannan presented 
a farewell gift as a token of love. The parish also 
wholeheartedly welcomed Sr.Jyoti S.I.C to the Dehuroad 
parish. She is the new Superior of Dehuroad Convent. 

b. Vidyarambham 

A prayerful start to the new catechism academic year was held 
on 10 June, 2018. Catechism students brought offerings to the 
Holy Altar and sought God's blessings. Master Joseph Joby, 
with the guidance of Fr. Robin O.I.C, wrote his first letters on 
the rice as a sign of an auspicious start of knowledge. Parish 
organized a small meeting after the Holy Qurbono and 
Vidyaarambham ceremony to felicitate the outgoing XII 
standard catechism students on their successful completion of 
catechism studies with a memento. Sr. Jephin S.I.C., who was 
the catechism teacher for this, and the then Headmaster Mr. 
Jose John were also felicitated for their valuable service and 
guidance. 


St Antony's MSCC, Vishrantwadi 


a. Send-off to Fr. Kaithon 

Fr. Varghese Kaithon, vicar, was given a farewell on 28 May 
2018. After three years of selfless service to the parish, Fr. 
Varghese Kaithon has gone back to Pathanamthitta. After the 
Holy Qurbono, the parish community thanked Fr. Kaithon and 
wished him God’s blessings on his new appointment. 

b. Sunday School Reopening 

Catechism started with Vidyarambham on 10 June 2018. The 
children enthusiastically brought their school books for 
blessing since their school academic year was to begin the next 
day. Catechism teachers meeting was held after the Mass. 
Msgr. Fr. Varghese Mattamana also gave a talk to the 
catechism teachers. 
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c. Welcome to New Vicar 

The parish was blessed to have its new vicar in the person of 
Fr. John Achudaparampil. He took charge on Sunday, 10 June, 
2018. Msgr. Varghese Mattamana, the Proto Syncellus, 
installed Fr. John as the new Vicar after the holy Qurbono. 


St. Ephrem's MSCC, Goa 


The Catechism year 2018-19 of the parish started with a lot of 
enthusiasm on 10 June, 2018, under the leadership of the new 
Head Master, Mr.Biju Samuel. The children brought the offertory 
during the Holy Qurbono. Father Vicar blessed the students and 
exhorted everyone to take catechism seriously. 


Mumbai District 

St/rhoma^MSCC^orival^'^‘4??^^ij 


a. Welcome to New Vicar 

Rev. Fr. Joseph Menakaliekkal OIC has been appointed as the 
new Vicar of St. Thomas Malankara Catholic Church 
Borivali. He took charge as the new vicar on 20 May, 2018. 
Parish received their new vicar with great j oy. 

b. MCYM Silver Jubilee 

MCYM Borivali parish celebrated its Glorious Silver Jubilee 
on 2 and 3 June 2018. A Bike Rally to build Awareness on the 
Organ Donation Drive was held on 2 June which 70 Bikers 
attended. Later, an organ donation awareness session was 
conducted by Mrs. Meera Suresh (Snehabandhan Trust). On 
June 3, 2018, a thanksgiving Holy Qurbono was celebrated 
by His Excellency Most Rev. Dr. Thomas Mar Anthonios, 
OIC. The Qurbono was followed by a public meeting 
wherein Padmashree Rasul Pookkutty was present. He 
endorsed the 'Organ Donation awareness Drive’ in his 
Speech. Rev. Fr. Joseph Thomas OIC, Fr. Abhayand OIC, 
Benedict OIC (Former Vicar), Mr. Libin Samuel MCYM 
President- Exarchate and Mr. Shiju Thomas, District 
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MYCYM President, were the other dignitaries who graced the 
occasion. Finally, a session on the 10 commandments was 
led by Fr.Allwyn SDB and Gospel Band 'Open Secret' 
conducted a live performance. 


St Thomas MSCC, Thane 


Sunday School Opening 

Sunday School opening was held on 17th June. The day started 
with Kazcha Samarpanam by all the students and teachers before 
the Holy Qurbono. The students of MCCL led the choir for the 
Holy Qurbono. After the Holy Qurbono a public meeting was held 
to highlight the importance of Sunday School and to felicitate 
teachers and students. 


St. Mary's MSCC, Dombivili 


a. Oath Taking of the New Committee 

The oath taking ceremony of the new parish council was held 
on 27 May 2018, in the presence of Rev. Fr. Manoj Varghese 
OIC, the Vicar. Mr. Thomas P. George took charge as Trustee 
and C. Anjuelsa Mathew took charge as Secretary. 

b. HSC and SSC Students' Felicitation: 

Ms. Angela Mathew (HSC), Mr. Jobin Johny (HSC), Ms. 
Jency T (HSC) and Ms. Roshna Varghese (SSC) were 
felicitated by the parishioners and the Vicar on 10 June 2018 
after the Holy Qurbono. They were congratulated for their 
meritorious performance in the Examinations. 

c. Sunday School Pravashanaolsavam 

Sunday school Pravashanaolsavam was held on 3 June, 2018. 
In a short but meaningful ceremony afer the Qurbono, candles 
were lit by the Vicar and handed over to the Sunday School 
teachers, who in turn handed them over to students. The 
teachers were later felicitated and Sunday School toppers 
were awarded. 
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St. Mary's MSCC, Kharghar 


a. Welcoming New Parish Priest 

Rev. Fr. Mathew Modiyil OIC took charge as the new Vicar of 
the Parish on 3 June, 2018. Fr. Modiyil read his appointment 
letter during the Qurbono and officially took charge as the 
Parish Priest. Mrs. Suma Prasad, Secretary of the Parish, 
welcomed the new Vicar on behalf of the parish. 

b. New Sunday School Academic Year 

Sunday School Reopening day was held on 10 June, 2018. The 
parish prayed for the Sunday School students during the 
Qurbono. After the Qurbono, a meeting was held wherein 
Vicar wished all students and teachers during the new 
academic year. 


St. Mary's MSCC, Sakinaka 


a. St. George Feast and MCADay Celebration 

Parish celebrated the Feast of St. George on 20 May, 2018. 
The day started with a Holy Qurbono by the Vicar, Fr. Mathew 
Pallikkunnel. The day was also celebrated as MCA Day. Mr. 
Jijo Abraham highlighted the importance of the day with a 
short speech after the Holy Qurbono. The MCA members of 
the church also served at the altar for the Holy Qurbono. The 
day ended with everyone receiving the nerchaappam and 
curry. 

b. Sunday School Reopening 

June 10 lh marked the reopening of Sunday School in the 
parish. The day started with a Holy Qurbono by Fr. Mathew 
Pallikkunnel. The Sunday School kids offered their books as a 
symbol of offering their forthcoming academic and catechism 
year to the Lord. Special prayers for all the students were 
offered. The choir, was led by Sunday School students and 
teachers. After the Holy Qurbono, a public meeting was held 
in which new students were welcomed. 
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St. John the Baptist MSCC, Vasai 


Sunday School Opening Day 

Sunday school reopened on 10 June, 2018. A short programme 
was held after the Holy Qurbono to mark the opening of the 
new academic year. The meeting was presided by Rev. Fr. 
Thomas Bijily OIC in which Sr. Bhavya SIC and Head 
Mistress Mrs. Renji Binu were also present. A tree plantation 
drive was carried out later wherein the premises of the church 
were planted with plant sampling by the children with the help 
and supervision of Catechism teachers. Later, a meeting of all 
Catechism teachers was held by the Vicar where new 
directions were given and ways deliberated to better the 
working of Sunday School. 


Bangalore District 
St.AlphonsaMSCC,CarmplaramBlii8p 


a. Blessing of Chapel and Inauguration of St. Alphonsa Day 
Care and Pre-School 

The Blessing of the Chapel and the proposed St. Alphonsa Day 
Care and Pre-School took place on Sunday 27 May, 2018, at 
3:00 PM. His Grace Most Rev. Dr. Thomas Mar Anthonios, the 
Apostolic Exarch of the Exarchate of St. Ephrem Khadki- 
Pune, and His Grace Most Rev. Dr. Geevarghese Mar 
Makarios, the Metropolitan of the Diocese of Puttoor, 
solemnized the blessing of the Chapel and the Pre-School. The 
local leaders of the municipality were also invited and 
felicitated during the Pre-School Inauguration function. 

b. Bishop's Visit 

His Grace Most Rev. Dr. Joshua Mar Ignathios, Bishop of 
Mavelikara, visited the Cannelaram Parish for the first time on 
3 June, 2018, and celebrated the Holy Qurbono in the newly 
blessed church. He also planted a few saplings on the occasion 
of World Environment Day celebrations. 
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c. Welcoming New Vicar and Farewell to Fr. Geevarghese 
Kaithavana 

The new vicar Rt. Rev. Koshy Kakkanattu Corepiscopoa was 
formally welcomed to the Parish on Sunday 10 June 2018. A 
warm farewell was given to Rev. Fr. Geevarghese Kaithavana, 
who was the vicar-in-charge of the Cannelaram Parish right 
from its inception. Representatives of the parish expressed 
their deep gratitude and appreciation for the dedicated service 
of Fr. Kaithavana towards the wellbeing of the parish. 


St.Mary's MSCC, Hennur 


a. Environment Day Celebrations 

As part of the Green Sunday (love and care for your 
environment) initiative by the MCYM central Secretariat, the 
parish MCYM members distributed 100 medicinal saplings to 
the parish members on 3 June, 2018. The youths distributed 
four variety of sapling namely Tulsi, Brahmi, Insulin and 
Amruthaballi, free of cost to the parishioners. The initiative 
was inaugurated by Rev. Fr. KoshyKakkanattCorepiscopa 
after the holy Qurbono. 

b. MCYM Oath Taking and Inauguration of the Planner 

Corepiscopa, Rev. Fr. Koshy Kakkanatt and Unit Director 
Rev. Fr. James Charivuparambil led the oath taking ceremony 
of the newly elected office bearers of the parish on 3 June, 
2018. The new team also released the yearly plan for the 
2018-19 Year Planner covering various events under the 
Spiritual, Social, Self-development and Charity themes. 

c. Mathrusangham Yearly Planner Inauguration 

The yearly planner for the year 2018-19 of the unit 
mathrusangham was inaugurated by Rev. Fr. Mathew Thomas 
on 10 June 2018. Mrs. Jisha Johnson introduced the planned 
programs to all members and sought their prayers for a 
successful tenn of the office bearers. 
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Hyderabad District 


a. MCYM District Senate Meeting 

Annual General Meeting of the MCYM parish unit was held 
with the Senate of Hyderabad District team on 9 June. The 
meeting included discussions on the updates received recently 
and the activities that need to be conducted keeping the 
Golden Jubilee celebration of MCYM in mind. 

b. Green Day celebrations 

Going in line with the directive of the Central MCYM, 
Hyderabad celebrated Go-Green activity at unit level on 10 
June. Youths planted trees, installed dustbins, and spread 
awareness on low usage of plastics and the importance of 
planting trees. 


Institutior^em 
Mar Gregorios College, Chennai 


a. Mar Gregorios Conference Hall Dedication 

The state of the art Mar Gregorios Conference Hall was 
inaugurated by the senior most support staff Mr. Victor 
Thangappan. Dr. K. Mohandoss, Principal, highlighted the 
management’s mission and contribution in making this Hall a 
reality while welcoming the gathering, and he expressed his 
gratitude to the Bishop, Most Rev. Dr. Thomas Mar Anthonios 
OIC, Msgr Rev. Fr. Varghese Mattamana and Rev Fr.Philip 
Pulipra for their support. 

b. Facuity Orientation Programme 

To enhance the skills of faculty members in handling the 
students, the college organized a one day Faculty Orientation 
Program on 14 th June 2018. The orientation program was 
conducted in the newly inaugurated Mar Gregorios 
Conference Hall. Dr. K. Mohandoss, Principal welcomed the 
gathering. Mr. Siraj, Psychologist, Special Educator & 
Counsellor, was the resource person for the day. 
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Important Dates to Note 


1 : Family Day, 15 day lent for the Feast of the commemoration 

of Mar Ivanios begins 
3 : Dukhrono of St Thomas 

15 : Feast of the Commemoration of Servant of God Mar Ivanios 

28 : Feast of St Alphonsa 

29 : Bethany Feast 


Bishop's Diary 


01 

Parish Feast, St Thomas MSCC, Borivali-Mumbai 

02 

Chennai Blessing of MGP School 

03 

St Thomas Day Celebrations, Papal Seminary Pune 

04 

St Mary's MSCC Warje-Malwadi-Pune 

07 

Sunday School Training Programme, Bengaluru 

08 

St Antony's MSCC, Vishrantawadi-Pune 

09-13 

Mar Ivanios Padayatra from Perunadu to Pattom, Trivandrum 

14 

Feast of Commemoration of the Servant of God Mar Ivanios 

15-19 

Pune 

20 

To Zurich in Switzerland 


r 



OBITUARY 


Mr. T D Samuel Panjikatttil, aged 65, member of St 
Thomas MSCC, Chichwad, Pune slept in the Lord on 26 
June, 2018. Fie is survived by Leelama (wife), Libin 
(son), Leeba (daughter) and Nibin (son in law). May his 
Soul Rest in Peace! 

Ms. Sneha Thomas, aged 18, member of St Mary's 
MSCC, Warje, Pune slept in the Lord on 19 June, 2018. 
She is survived by Mr Thomas George (father), Mrs 
Smitha (mother) and Sherin (brother). May her Soul 
Rest in Peace! 
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HEARTFELT FESTAL GREETINGS TO ALL BETHANIANS. 
MAY THE SAINTS OF BETHANY BLESS ALL OUR BETHANY 
FATHERS AND SISTERS IN THEIR SERVICE TO THE CHURCH 



50 th Wedding Anniversary.... 


Best Compliments From... 

Puthenparampil Family, Khadki-Pune 










































NIRMAL BETHANY HIGH SCHOOL 
& JUNIOR COLLEGE 


V NIRMAL BETHANY KIDS 

A SaFf SFhfItfr to tIhf Kids 


Salient features 


Run by Bethany Fathers 
Modern Amenities & Facilities. 

Qualified & Committed Teaching Faculty. 

Value Based Education. 

Personal Care & Mentoring. 

Spacious Class Rooms & language Labs. 

Serene & Green Campus. 

Well Stocked Library. 

Audio-Visual Technology for Communication, 

Leadership Training & Personality Development 
Programme 

Wide Range of Co-Curricular Activities for 
Harmonious Development. 

Special Emphasis on Sports and Games. 

Regular Counselling & Career Guidance. 

Programme for Spiritual Enrichment 

Comprehensive Programme for Learning Experience. 


v NIRMAL BETHANY KINDERGARTEN 

A SysTEMATic PRE-SchooliNq 

V NIRMAL BETHANY ESCORT 

A HeIp to tIhe HeIpIess 

NIRMAL BETHANY VISTA 

A Space foR SpEAkiNq & WRiTiiNq Skills 

NIRMAL ACTIVITY SPECTRUM jl 

A Spectrum on LifE CopiNq Skills 


JY- ■ 


IIRMAL BETHANY JR. COLLEGE 

In puRsuiT of E> 



NIRMAL BETHANY VIDYA NAGAR 

Vijay Nagar, Kalewadi, Pimpri, Pune - 411017 
Tel.: +91 8793675263 Email: nirmalbethany@yahoo.com 
www.nirmalbethanyschool.com 
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